Genetic stability of African swine fever virus grown in monkey kidney cells. Brief report.
Viral DNA subpopulations were produced when the ASFV was grown in monkey kidney MS cells. They were detected after 44 passages but not during the first 14 passages or in the unadapted ASFV E 70 strain grown in pig leukocytes. Different viral variants were isolated and their genomes were characterized. Restriction enzyme site variations were detected in both terminal fragments, Cla I-M and Sal I-F, and in the internal fragments Clal-O and Sma I-H. These variations result in changes in the size of the viral genome which ranges from 156 Kbp to 170 Kbp.